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Mile-a-minute Vine 
Persicaria perfoliata 

(formerly Polygonum perfoliatum)    

Vines growing along a street in Westport, CT 



 Vines form dense 
 barbed thatch 
 Triangular leaves,  
 saucer-shaped bracts 
 Sharp spines on stems,  
 under leaves 
 Blue fruits in clusters 
 Animal dispersed 

Mile-a-minute 



Mile-a-minute in 
Greenwich 



North Haven 



Stamford 



In New England, mile-a-minute occurs in CT, MA and RI. 



Pulling Parties 
Sprague 2011 



Pulling Party 
Volunteers 

Sprague 2011 



Biological Control for Mile-a-minute Vine    
Mile-a-minute Weevil (Rhinoncomimus latipes) 
• Widely distributed in mid-Atlantic since 2006 
• 2009-11: 18,000 weevils released in CT 
 

     - Bridgewater    - Sprague 
     - Fairfield           - Stamford 
     - Greenwich       - Westport 
     - New Milford 
     - Newtown 
     - North Haven 
              - Norwalk     

Adult weevil  



 Zack Donais, Todd Mervosh,  
and Carole Cheah monitoring weevils 



Releasing beneficial weevils for 
 mile-a-minute biological control 



Robert Domin and Alton Blodgett at 
mile-a-minute weevil release site in Sprague 



Sprague First Selectman Cathy Osten releasing weevils 



CL&P’s Doug Pistawka being interviewed 
by News Channel 3 at a release site in Norwalk 



Todd Mervosh talks to reporters at a release site in Norwalk 



Carole Cheah shows the beneficial weevils to reporters 
before releasing them in Norwalk 



The weevils begin feeding on mile-a-minute 
leaves as soon as they are released. 



Mile-a-minute vine monitoring site 





Feeding damage on mile-a-minute 
vines by the beneficial weevils 











Kathleen Nelson 
Bridgewater 
New Milford 



Aleksandra Moch 
Greenwich 



Ann Astarita 
Newtown 



2012 
• Educational outreach 
• Pulling parties and other control methods 
• Additional weevil releases in Connecticut 
• Survey areas near confirmed sites  



Educational outreach materials available from UConn 



Mile-a-minute vine information is available on the 
CT Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) website:  

www.hort.uconn.edu/mam/ 



Funded in part by: 
• USDA APHIS 
• University of Connecticut 
• The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station 
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